
 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

November 22, 2021 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this 

twenty-second day of November, 2021.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners 

Scott Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the 

Sevier County Administration Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven 

C. Wall, County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also 

present. 

 

Commission Business: 

Commissioner Brown reported that he and Tourism Director Chad McWilliams had attended a 

ceremony at the Fremont Indian State Park over the weekend where they reburied the remains of 

10 individuals which had been found while excavating and expanding I-15 near the State Park.  

It was a ceremony done by the Indians and they were reburied as close as possible to the original 

burial sites. 

 

Commissioner Johnson reported on the UAC Conference held last week, indicating the meetings 

were very informative.  He said it was good to communicate with Commissioners throughout the 

State.   

 

Commissioner Ogden updated the Commissioners on the last Seven County Coalition Meeting 

reporting they are still working on the railroad project, and there is a good chance it will be 

completed. 

 

Minutes of November 8th Commission Meeting approved: 

Minutes of the November 8th Commission Meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Johnson, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Public Hearing set for December 13th for Internal Accessory Dwelling Ordinance: 

The Commission reported they will hold a Public Hearing on December 13, 2021, at 1:45 p.m. to 

consider amending Sevier County Code 14 to include a section on Internal Accessory Dwelling 

Units.   

 

Indigent Burial approved for Mark Anthony Hadley: 

The Commission then reviewed a request for indigent burial for Mark Anthony Hadley from 

Magleby  Mortuary.  County Attorney Jewkes reported that he had the Sheriff’s Office 

investigate and reported that Mr. Hadley was indeed indigent.  There was no extended family in 

the area, and those out of the area did not want to be involved in his affairs.  After review and 

discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve an indigent burial payment to Magleby 

Mortuary in the amount of $1,100, our customary amount, second Commissioner Johnson, 

unanimous. 

 

Independent Contractor Agreement with Michael Mathie approved: 

The Commissioner then reviewed an Independent Contractor Agreement with Michael Mathie to 

assist the County Attorney’s Office in prosecution work.  County Attorney Casey Jewkes 
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indicated it will be a month to month contract to be used as needed while we are still trying to 

find an additional attorney to serve in the office.  He indicated Mr. Mathie lives in Monroe, and, 

although he works out of town often, he would be able to do the work as needed.  After 

discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the agreement between Sevier County and 

Mr. Mathie, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Public Hearing to consider tentative 2022 Budget and Open 2021 Budget: 

Commissioner Brown then moved to recess the regular Commission Meeting for an advertised 

public hearing, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

At 1:45 p.m., the Commission held a public hearing to consider the adoption of a budget for 

2022 and to open the current budget to provide funds in excess of those provided for in the 2021 

budget.  Clerk/Auditor Wall reviewed the current tentative budget of approximately $20 million 

plus several other funds.  The Commission is continuing to discuss certain items in the budget to 

determine the exact needs.  The tentative budget is set, and copies were available to those in 

attendance.  There were no comments from the public. 

 

Clerk/Auditor Wall then recommended an adjustment to the Landfill Budget of an additional 

$600,000 to allow for the purchase of new equipment as needed in the Landfill.  The 

Commission asked if there were any additional questions or comments concerning the addition 

to the 2021 budget.  There were no comments.   

 

At 1:50 p.m., the regular meeting then resumed. 

 

2021 Budget opened and amended:  

Commissioner Brown then moved to open the 2021 Landfill Budget to increase it by $600,000 

for the purchase of new equipment as needed, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

MotivHealth Insurance Agreement for 2022 approved: 

Human Resource Director Craig Blake then reviewed with the Commissioners the paperwork 

and agreement that had been received to change Health Insurance for the County to MotivHealth 

beginning January 1, 2022.  He noted that after the bidding process, they had the best bid and the 

Commission opted to go that direction.  The Commission indicated that most of the employees 

felt good about the change during the open enrollment meetings that were held, and that they 

should help to keep our health costs lower if the employees work with MotiveHealth in their 

program.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the agreements with 

MotiveHealth and authorized the agreements to be signed, second Commissioner Brown, 

unanimous. 

 

Lizard Bench and West Austin annexed to Austin Community Special Service District: 

Parker Vercimack, Jones & DeMille Engineering, reviewed with the Commission the process 

they are going through for the annexation of the Lizard Bench and West Austin area to the 

Austin Community Special Service Disrict.  Discussion followed concerning the temporary map 

currently available, that the final map would be completed to be forwarded to the Lt. Governor’s 

Office for recording.  Commissioner Brown noted that public hearings had been held by both the 
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Water District and the County about the annexation and recommended its approval along with 

approval for the Board to be expanded by three members to allow for representation of the new 

areas.  It was recommended to add Donny Hansen, Shannon Heaps, and Kendall Torgerson to 

the Board.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the annexation of Lizard 

Bench and West Austin to the Austin Community Special Service District, and Donny Hansen, 

and Kendall Torgerson to the Board for three year terms, and Shannon Heaps to the Board for a 

one year term, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

School and Institutional Trust Lands Easement adjustment approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a request from the State of Utah School and Institutional Trust 

Lands Administration to move the easement from one road to another which would provide 

better access and be more beneficial to the residents of the Glenwood area.  It would be a road 

from the east of Glenwood, from the Fish Hatchery north to Highway 119.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the easement from one road to the other with the 

understanding that both roads would be open to the public but the County would only be 

responsible for maintaining the road with the easement, second Commissioner Brown, 

unanimous. 

 

Predation Control Contract with State of Utah approved: 

The Commission then reviewed the annual agreement for the Predation Control Contract with 

the State of Utah, Department of Agriculture, Division of Wildlife Resources.  It is an annual 

agreement where we help fund the predation control to help the livestock owners.  The 

Commission indicated there has been some concerns about the program and whether or not they 

have been aggressive enough in our area, but the concerns have been addressed by the 

Department of Agriculture, noting that they will be more aggressive in our area.  The County 

livestock owners do benefit from the program.  The agreement is $2,400 with the State and 

County paying $1,200 each.  County Attorney Jewkes noted that the agreement was similar to 

the agreements in prior years.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the 

agreement with the State of Utah, Department of Agriculture, Division of Wildlife Resources for 

Predation Control, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous.  

 

Items declared surplus, authorized for disposal: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of surplus personal property items that are no longer being 

used, are broken, or obsolete.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to declare the 

items as surplus and authorize their disposal, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Information on Gravel Pit near Landfill: 

Executive Administrator Malcolm Nash then addressed a closure notice he had received from the 

State on a gravel pit near the landfill.  He said we had been granted an extension to work with the 

Committee to get an exemption on the pit.  County Attorney Casey Jewkes noted that he is 

already working with the Landfill Supervisor getting the issue resolved.   

 

Travel Council Recommendations approved: 

Tourism Director Chad McWilliams then reviewed the Travel Council recommendations with 

the Commission.  After review and discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 
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expenditures as recommended by the Travel Council, second Commissioner Johnson, 

unanimous. 

 

Mr. McWilliams then discussed the issues they are having with the hotels charging extravagant 

amounts through their booking services when some of these activities are going, noting that the 

High School Activities Association and others are expressing their concerns and possibly looking 

at other places to hold the events because of that.  Mr. McWilliams reported that the local 

hoteliers are trying to resolve that issue in doing the bookings locally rather than through the 

online booking chains, or to override those prices as much as they can to keep the prices 

reasonable during the events where the hotels are completely sold out.  He will continue to work 

with them on this issue.  

 

Commissioner Ogden appointed as Sevier County’s 2022 UAC Boardmember:  

The Commission then reviewed a request from the Utah Association of Counties for Sevier 

County’s Appointment to the UAC Board of Directors for 2022.  After discussion, the 

Commission noted that they had been rotating that through each of the Commissioners.  

Commissioner Johnson moved to appoint Commissioner Ogden as the Sevier County 

Appointment to the UAC Board of Directors for 2022, second Commissioner Brown, 

unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:24 p.m. 

    

 

   

 
 


